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ANNIVERSARIES AND HOLIDAYS 

When a legal holiday falls on Sunday, it is celebrated on the 
day following. Thanksgiving and other special days are desig- 
nated by Executive Order or by proclamation. Folloviring is a 
list of important days that are more or less observed throughout 
the United States, its Territories, and Insular possessions. 

Jan. 1 — New^ Year's D^y, a National Holiday. 

Jan. 6 — Epiphany: Old Christmas or Twelfth Day. 

Jan. 8— The Battle of New Orleans, 1815, Louisiana. 

Jan. 19— Birthday of Robert E. Lee, Southern Military Leader. 

Feb. 2— Candlemas: "Groundhog," a traditional weather day. 

Feb. 12— Abraham Lincoln's Birthday, President, 1861-1865. 

Feb. 12— Georgia Day, celebrating Oglethorpe's landing-, 173.' 

Feb. 14— St. Valentine's Day; also Old Candlemas. 

Feb. 14 — ^Admission Day, Arizona. 

Feb. 22— George Washington's Birthday, President, 1789-1797. 

Mar. 2 — Texas Independence; Sam Houston Memorial Day. 

Mar. A — Presidential Inauguration, Quadrennially, D. C. 

Mar. 17— St. Patrick's Day, celebrated by wearing Shamrock. 

Mar. 22 — Emancipation Day, Porto Rico. 

Mar. 25 — Maryland Day, Maryland. 

Mar. 30 — Seward Day, Alaska. 

Apr. 12 — ^Vote on Halifax Indepe:idence Resolution, N. C. 

Apr. 13— Birthday of Thomas Jefferson, President, 1801-1809. 

Apr. 19 — Patriot*s Day, Alaine and Massachusetts. 

Apr. 21— The Battle of San Jacinto, 1836, Texas. 

Apr. 26 — Confederate Memorial Day, several Southern States. 

May— 2d Sunday, Mother's Day, designated May 9, 1914. 

May 10 — Confederate Memorial Day, N. C. and S. C. 

May 20 — Signing Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. 

May — Last Friday, Pioneer Day, Montana. 

May 30 — Memorial and Decoration Day, U. S. of A. 

June 3 — Decoration and Memorial Day, Tennessee. 

June 3 — Birthday of Jefferson Davis, President of Confederacy. 

June 11 — Kamehameha Day, Hawaii. 

June 14 — Flag Day, the "Stars and -Stripes" adopted, 1777. 

June 15 — Pioneer Day, Idaho. 

July 4 — Declaration of Independence, 1776, a National Holiday. 

July 12 — Birthday of Muno Rivera, Porto Rico. 

July 14 — Fall of the Bastille or Fete Nationale, France. 

July 24 — Pioneer Day, Utah. 

July 25 — Occupation Day, U. S. Forces, 1898, Porto Rico. 

Aug. 1 — Colorado Day, Colorado. 

Aug. 13 — Occupation Day, U. S. Forces, 1898, Philippines. 

Aug. 16— The Battle of Bennington, 1777, Vermont. 

Sept. — 1st Monday, Labor Day, a National Holiday. 

Sept. 9 — ^Admission Day, California. 

Sept. 12— "Old Defender's Day," Maryland. 

Sept. 17 — Constitution Day, U. S. Constitution, Signed 1787. 

Oct. 1 — Missouri Day, Missouri. 

Oct. 12 — Columbus Day, in honor Discovery of America, 1492. 

Oct. 18 — Alaska Day, Alaska. 

Oct. 31 — Admission Day, Nevada. 

Nov. 1 — ^Ail-Hallowmas or All Saints* Day, Louisiana. 



Nov.— 4th Thursday usually, Thanksgiving Day, Holiday. 
Dec. 22, also the 21st— "Forefather's Day," New England. 
Dec. 25 — Christmas Day, a National and Christian Holiday. 
Dec. 30 — Rizal Day, celebrated in the Philippine Islands. 

Good Friday and a number of other movable Church Days are 
observed in certain localities and by several States; Arbor Day 
is observed locally and by many States on dates varying from 
February to May; and National and State Election Days are 
generally observed whenever they occur. 

CHANGE OF SEASONS 

March . 21st Vernal (Spring ) Equinox; June 21st, Summer 
Solstice; September 22nd, Autumnal Equinox; and December 
22nd, Winter Solstice. 



THE ZODIAC 

Its signs represent the twelve ancient constellations through 
which the sun appears to pass during each revolution of the earth 
in its orbit; and correspond approximately to the existing months of 
the year. However, due to precession of the equinoxes first obser- 
ved by Hipparchus more than 2000 years ago, these constellatiors 
have retrograded westward along the plane of the ecliptic until they 
do not now occupy the same relative position among the stars as in 
the time of Hipparchus. 



March 

April 

May 

Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 



SPRING SIGNS 
cyo Aries, The Ram 

^ Taurus, The Bull 

jT Gemini, The Twins 

AUTUMN SIGNS 
,^\_ Libra, The Balance 

^ Scorpio, The Scorpion 
^Sagittarius, The Archer 



SUMMER SIGNS 
June 05 Cancer, The Crab 

July o Leo, The Lion 

Aug. ^xx) ^"'S*^' '^^® Virgin 

WINTER SIGNS 
Dec. y^ Capricornus, The Goat 

Jan. ^ Aquarius, The Water- 
man 

Feb. \r Pisces, The Fishea 



The solar year consists of 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46 
seconds of mean solar time, in which period the earth performs one 
complete revolution in its orbit about the sun. A mean Julian year 
was 365 days, 6 hours; and its Gregorian correction averages 365 days 
5 hours, 49 minutes, and 12 seconds, which will exceed the true so- 
lar year by one day in 3323 years. 



ASTRONOMICAL SYMBOLS 

The Sun 5 -^^^^ ^ Gonjunctidn 

C The Moon 1/ Jupiter D Quadrature 

© The Earth Tp Saturn § Opposition 

? Mercury '^ Uranus Q> Ascending Node 

? Venus W Neptune ?5 Descending Node 

The Sun is the center of the Solar System which consists of the 
Planets -1- Mercury, -2- Venus, -3- Earth, -4- Mars, -5- Jupiter, 
-6- Saturn, -7- Uranus, -8- Neptune, in the order named, together 
with other minor celestial bodies as comets, asteroids and satellites. 
A solar cycle consists of 28 Julian years, which, when completed, 
restores the first day of each succeeding year to a corresponding 
day of the week as in the preceeding cycle; but, in consequhce of 
the Gregorian changes, every century that omits the leap year day 
must be revised and begin a new series. 

The moon is a satellite of the earth which completes each lu- 
nation in a mean average time of 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes 
and 3 seconds. One lunar cycle consists of 235 lunar months equal 
to exactly nineteen Julian years, after which time all phases of the 
moon correspond to the same days of the month and year as in the 
prior of cycle. 



INSTRUCTIONS 

To find any day within the scope of the UNIVERSAL REF- 
ERENCE CALENDAR, run the columns of YEARS of each 
Table until the required year be found; the annexed CALEN- 
DAR of that table will be correct for all the years thereon. 
Tables numbered I to VII, inclusive, contain dates of Common 
Years, and those numbered VIII to XIV, inclusive, dates for 
Leap Years. All years exactly divisible by four are "Leap 
Years" except centuries which must be divisible by four hundred 
without a remainder. 

Incorporated with each Calendar is a column of tabular dates 
showing all Easter Sundays applicable to that table, which may 
be utilized in like manner as heretofore described to find such 
dates. Tables XV and XVI are coordinated therewith and 
show dates of important movable Church Days, fixed by Easter 
Sunday, from March 22nd. to April 25th. which apply to all 
years. 



UNIVERSAL REFERENCE CALENDAR 



Common 
Years 

1758 

1769 

1775 

1786 

1797 

1809 

1815 
.1826 

1837 

1843 

1854 

1865 

1871 

1882 

1893 

1899 

1905 

1911 

1922 

1933 

1939 

1950 

1961 

1967 

1978 

1989 

1995 

2006 

2017 

2023 

2034 

2045 

2051 

2062 

2073 

2079 

2090 



Table 


















No. 


I. 


JANUARY 


c 


FEBRUARY | 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


Fl 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


1 

8 

15 

22 
29 


2 
9 

16 
23 
30 


3 

10 
17 
24 
31 


4 
11 

18 
25 


5 
12 

19 
26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


5 
12 
19 
26 


6 
13 
20 
27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 


2 

9 

16 

23 


3 
10 
17 

24 


4 
11 
18 

25 


MARCH 1 


APRIL 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T F 


s 


5 
12 

19 
26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


1 

14 
21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

30 


3 

10 
17 

24 
31 


4 
11 

18 
25 


2 
9 

16 
23 
30 


3 
10 
17 
24 


4 
11 

18 
25 


5 
12 

19 
26 


6 7 
1314 

20 21 

27 28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


MAY 1 


JUNE 


s 


- 


T 


w 


-■ 


" 


s 


s 


M 


T 


W T 


F 


s 


■■ 

7 

14 

21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

30 


3 

10 
17 

24 
31 


4 
11 

18 
25 


5 
12 

19 
26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


4 
11 
18 

25 


5 
12 

19 

26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

30 


3 
10 
17 

24 


JULY 1 


AUGUST 1 


s |m 


T 


w 


■t 


f|s| 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


2 3 

910 

1617 

23 24 

30 31 


4 
11 
18 

25 


5 
12 
19 
26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


6 
13 

20 
27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

3a 


3 

10 
17 
24 
31 


4 

11 
18 

25 


5 
12 

19 
26 


SEPTEMBER | 


OCTOBER 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


3 
10 
17 
24 


4 
11 
18 

25 


5 
12 

19 
26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

30 


1 

8 

15 

22 

29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

30 


3 
10 
17 
24 
31 


4 
11 
18 

25 


5 
12 

19 
26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


NOVEMBER | 


DECEMBER | 


s 


M 


IT 


W 


T 


If 


s 


s |m 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


5 
12 

19 
26 


6 
13 

20 
23 


14 
21 

28 


1 

8 

15 

22 
29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

3G 


3 
10 
17 
24 


4 
11 
18 

25 


3 
10 
17 

24 
31 


4 
11 

18 
25 


*5 
12 

19 

26 


6 
13 

20 

27 


7 
14 
21 

28 


1 

8 
15 

22 
29 


2 

9 

16 

23 

30 



Patent Applied For 



i jw iw^'iF Uni i wpi. ' WW T?— "P** -■> *■ «- '-."■ 



Dates of 
Easter : 

March 26 
In 1758 
In 1769 
In 1815 
In 1826 
In 1837 
In 1967 
In 1978 
In 1989 
In 2062 
In 2073 

April 2 
In 1809 
In 1S93 
In 1899 
In 1961 
In 2051 

April 9 
In 1871 
In 1882 
In 1939 
In 1950 
In 2023 
In 2034 
In 2045 

April 16 
In 1775 
In 1786 
In 1797 
In 1843 
In 1854 
In 1865 
In 1911 
In 1922 
In 1933 
In 1995 
In 2006 
In 2017 
In 2090 

April 23 
In 1905 
In 2079 



UNIVERSAL REFERENCE CALENDAR 



Common 
Years 
1753 
1759 
1770 


Table No. II. 




Dates of 
Easter : 

March 25 
In 1883 


JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 




s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


If 


Is 


s 


M 


T 


R 


T 


F 


s 


; 

14 
21 


] 

s 

15 

22 


1 

9 
16 

23 


3 
IC 

i; 

24 


4 

11 
18 

25 


5 6 
1213 

19 20 
26 27 


4 
11 

18 


5 
12 
19 


'6 7 
1314 

20 21 


1 

8 
15 

22 


2 

9 

16 

23 


3 
10 
17 
24 


28 


29 


30 


31 


•• 




25 


26 


27 28 


•• 


•• 


•• 




In 1894 


1781 
1787 
1798 
1810 
1821 


• :, 


t , 








.... 






. . . . 










In 1951 
In 2035 
In 2046 
April 1 
In 1866 


MARCH 1 


APRIL 


s |m 


T 


w 


T 


F 


R 


s |m|t|w|t 1 F 1 s 


.... 






1 


2 


3 


1 2| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7 




1827 


4 5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


8 9 


10 


11 


12 


1314 




In 1877 


1838 
1849 


1112 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


1516 


17 


18 


19 


20 21 




In 1923 


1819 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


22 23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 




In 1934 


1855 


25 26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


29 30 




.. 


•- 








In 1945 


1866 
1877 
1883 
1894 
1900 


.... 












.... 






•• 








In 2018 
In 2029 
April 8 
In 1787 
In 1798 


MAY 1 


JUNE 


s |m 


T 


w 


T 


T 


T 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 






1 


2 


3 


4 


5 












1 


2 




IQOfi 


6 


1 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 




In 1849 


1917 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 




In 1855 


1923 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 




In 1917 


1934 


27 


28 


2930 


31 






24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 




In 2007 


1945 
1951 


■• 




.. .. 


-- 


.. 


.. 


■ • 


.. 


■ • 


■ • 


■ ■ 


• - 


■ - 




In 2091 

April 15 

In 1759 

In 1770 


JULY 1 


AUGUST 


1962 
1973 


s |m 


T 


w 


fT 


T 


5 


s 


M 


T- 


W| T 


F 


s 




1979 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


.. 






1 2 


3 


4 




In 1781 


1990 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 




In 1827 


2001 


15 


16 


17 


IS 


19 


20 


21 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 




In 1838 


2007 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 




In 1900 


2018 


29 


30 


31 










26 


27 


28 


29 


3D 


31 






In 1906 


2029 
2035 
2046 
2057 
2063 


• • 


• ■ 


.. 


















.. 


.. 


.. 




In 1979 
In 1990 
In 2001 
In 2063 
In 2074 


SEPTEMBER | 


OCTOBER 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


T 


s 




.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


1 


.. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2074 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 




In 2085 


2085 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


14 


15 


16 


17 


1819 


20 




April 22 


2091 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 




In 1753 




23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


28 


29 


30 


31 










In 1810 




30 


.. 




.. 




















.. 




In 1821 
In 1962 
In 1973 
In 2057 


NOVEMBER | 


DECEMBER 


S M 


T 


w 


T 


T 


s 


S M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


.... 


.. 


. . 


1 


2 


3 


.... 










1 




4 5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


2 3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 








1112 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


910 


U 


12 


13 


14 


15 








1819 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 








25 26 


27 


28 


29 30 




23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 








.... 






. . . . 


.. 301 


31 
















Patent Applied For 





UNIVERSAL REFERENCE CALENDAR 



Common 


f 


Fable 

1 


No. HI- 




Dates of 




JANUARY 1 


FEBRUARY , 




s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


Fl£ 1 


s 


M 


T 


\v 


TiFlsl 


. . 




1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


. . 


. . 




. . 


. . 


1 2 


Years 




6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 9 




Easter : 


1754 




13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


10 


11 


12 


13 


1415 


16 




March 24 


1765 




20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


17 


18 


19 


20 


2122 


23 




In 1799 


1771 




27 


28 29 


30 


31 






24 


25 


26 


27 


28 .. 






March 31 


1782 
1793 






.. .. 






■ • 




■ * 


■ * 


* * 






" 




In 1771 

In 1782 
In 1793 
In 1839 


MARCH 1 


APRIL 1 


1799 
1805 
1811 




s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


s 1m^ 


T 


WT 


F 


s 








. . 


, . 






1 


2 


..1 1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 




In 1850 


1822 




3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 




In 1861 


1833 




10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 




In 1907 


1839 




17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


21 


22 


23 


24 25|26| 


27 




In 1918 


1850 




24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


28 


29 


30 


1 






In 1929 


1861 
1667 
1878 
1889 
1895 




31 




















.. ..(.. 






In 1991 
In 2002 
In 2013 


MAY 1 


JUNE 




s|m 


T 


Wl T 


F 


s 


T 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F1S| 




In 2086 
In 2097 


. . . . 




1 


2 


3 


4 














1 


1901 




5 6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 




April 7 


1907 




1213 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 




In 1765 


1918 




19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 




In 1822 


1929 




26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31.. 1 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 




In 1833 


1935 
1946 
1957 
1963 

1974 






. '■ 








.... 


30 










.. 






In 1901 
In 1985 
In 2075 
April 14 

In 1754 


JULY 1 


AUGUST 1 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


F 


s 


s 


M 


T 


w 


T 


fIs 




1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 










1 


2! 3 


1985 




7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 




In 1805 


1991 




14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 




In 1811 


3002 




21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 




In 1895 


2013 




28 


29 


30 


31 




. , 




25 


26 


27128 


29 


30 


31 




In 1963 


2019 
2030 

2041 
2047 
2058 


















.. 




..(.. 










In 1974 
In 2047 
In 2058 
In 2069 
April 21 




SEPTEMBER 


OCTOBER 




s 1m| T |w|t 1 F 1 s 


s 1m 


T 


w 


T 


f|s 


1 21 31 41 5! 61 7 






1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


2069 




8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 




In 1867 


2075 




15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 




In 1878 


2086 




22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 




In 1889 


2097 




29 


30 


•• 


•■ 


:: 




;; 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 






In 1935 
In 1946 
In 1Qt7 






NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 




In 2019 
In 2030 
In 2041 


s 


M 


t|w|t 


F 


s 


s 


M 


T 


vv 


t|f' 


s 












1 


2 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 






3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 










10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 










17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 










24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 29 


30 31 


•• 


•■ 




•• 








Patent Applied For 



UNIVERSAL REFERENCE CALENDAR 



Common 
Years 
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1766 
1777 
1783 
1794 
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Dates of 
Easter : 

March 33 
In 1845 
In 1913 

March 30 
In 1755 
In 1766 
In 1777 
In 1833 
In 1834 
In 1903 
In 1975 
In 1986 
In 1997 
In 3059 
In 2070 
In 2081 
April 6 
In 1806 
In 1817 
In 1890 
In '1947 
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In 1969 
In 2043 
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April 13 
In 1800 
In 1873 
In 1879 
In 1941 
In 2031 
April SO 
In 1783 
In 1794 
In 1851 
In 1863 
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In 2014 
In 2025 
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Dates of 

Easter: 
March 22 
In 1761 
In 1818 
March 29 
In 1807 
In 1891 
In 1959 
In 1970 
In 2043 
In 2054 
In 2065 
April 5 
In 1795 
In 1801 
In 1863 
In i874 
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In 1931 
In 1942 
In 1953 
In 2015 
In 2026 
In 2037 
April 12 
In 1789 
In 1846 
In 1857 
In 1903 
In 1914 
In 1925 
In 1998 
In 2009 
In 2093 
In 2099 
April 19 
In 1767 
In 1778 
In 1829 
In 1835 
In 1981 
In 1987 
In 2071 
In 2082 
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Patent Applied For 



Dates of 

Easter : 
March 38 
In 1869 
In 1875 
In 1937 
In 2027 
In 2100 
April 4 
In 1779 
In 1790 
In 1847 
In 1858 
In 1915 
In 1926 
In 1999 
In 3010 
In 2021 
In 2083 
In 3094 
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In 1762 
In 1773 
In 1819 
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In 1841 
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In 1971 
In 1983 
In 1993 
In" 3066 
In 3077 
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In 1813 
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In 1954 
In 1965 
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In 3055 
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In 1943 
In 2038 
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Dates of 
Easter : 
March 27 
In 1785 
In 1842 
In 1853 
In 1910 
In 1921 
In 2005 
April 3 
In 1763 
In 1774 
In 1825 
In 1831 
In 1983 
In 1994 
In 2067 
In 2078 
In 2089 
April 10 
In 1757 
In 1803 
In 1814 
In 1887 
In 1898 
In 1955 
In 1966 
In 1977 
In 2039 
In 2050 
In 2061 
April 17 
In 1870 
In 1881 
In 1927 
In 1938 
In 1949 
In 2022 
In 3033 
April 24 
In 1791 
In 1859 
In 2011 
In 2095 
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Years 
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1792 
1804 
1832 
1860 
1888 
1938 
1956 
1984 
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2068 
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Dates of 

Easter : 
March 23 
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•March 29, 1752, O. S., Easter Sunday. Dates that year correct to Septeni' 
ber 3, only. 



HISTORY 

The Ancient Roman year consisted of ten months aggregating 
304 days with a sufficient number of added days to complete the 
year, its exact length at that time not having been determined. 
The year then began on the first day of March which was fixed 
at or near the occurrence of the Vernal (Spring) Equinox;, and 
its months ran thus: March, April, May, June, July (Quintilis), 
August (Sextilis), September, October, November and Decem- 
ber. These months alternated with twenty-nine' and thirty days 
each which, with added intercalary days, completed the year. 
So far as known those intercalary days at first had no definite 
number or name, enough being added to bring each succeeding 
year to approximately the same solar starting point as before. 
In course of time a part of such days were assigned to a month 
which was called January after the god, Janus, and it was placed 
at the beginning of the then existing year; afterward February, 
was likewise added to the end of the year, but about the year 
452 B. C, it was transposed and placed after January as now 
found; and the remaining intercalary days were filled in as had 
been the previous custom. 

The first great reformation of the ancient Calendar was made 
by Julius Caesar, which came to be known as the Julian Calen- 
dar. It was established in the 708th year from the foundation of 
Rome, and January first became the first day of the year by 
that system of reckoning time. This new calendar then oiEcially 
established, began January 1st of the 46th year before the pres- 
ent or Christian Era as now known. The Julian Calendar pro- 
vided that every common year shall have 365 days, and every 
fourth year shall contain 366 days, the extra day being then 
added to February. This additional day according to the pecu- 
liar Roman custom then in use was inserted in the year between 
February 24th and 25th by repeating the sixth day before the 
Calends of March which was the first day of that month, hence, 
the reference to such years in old alnianacs as '*bi-sextileV' that 
is, "bis,'" twice, and "sextile,'' sixth, a term still used in some 
ecclesiastic calendars. Such years are now commonly referred 
to or defined as "Leap-years." The decree establishing this new 
Julian Calendar provided that the Old Calendar should have 
two months added to it between November and December, one 
of thirty-three and the other of thirty-four days, respectively, 
which together with the jisual intercalary month of twenty- 
three days, brought up the full complement of the "Last Year 
of Confusion,'' as it was called, to 445 days. 

And the Julian Calendar year of 365 days was divided into 
twelve months each with thirty-one and thirty days, respce- 



tively, except February, which rej:ained its original twenty-nine 
but with an added intercalary day every foi^rth year. Accord- 
ing to this system January, March, May, July, September, and 
November each had thirty-one days; and all other months had 
thirty days each except February as before explained. This ar- 
rangement continued until about 23 B.C., when Augustus Caesar, 
being jealous of the fame of his predecessor, changed it in order 
to magnify his own greatness. He renamed the month Sextilis, 
August, after himself, as Quintilis had been called, July, after 
Julius Caesar; and in order that his own fame should not be 
eclipsed by that of the first Caesar, he added an exi:ra day to 
August which was taken from February, so as to make August 
equal to July. This necessitated other changes in the calendar 
in order to balance the year, so that September and November 
had their thirty-one days transposed and October and Decem- 
ber were each given thirty-one days instead, thus equalizing the 
latter months of the year. The extra day every fourth year by 
this arrangement was still added to February as before which 
fixed its complement of twenty-nine days for leap-years. 

Coincident with the decadence of the Roman Empire during 
the early years of the Julian Calendar, was the rise and firm 
establishment of organized Christianity having a domicile of 
Papal authority in Rome; and, since the advent of Christ, the 
founder of the Christian Religion, occurred during the first cen- 
tury of the above described calendar, it was but natural that 
the disciples of that faith should add to the calendar date of any 
communication "In the Year of Our Lord," according to the 
then year of His nativity. Hence, it became common for many 
early Ecclesiastics who wrote in Latin to append "Anno Domini" 
or its abbreviation "A. D," to dates on all important documents. 
As Christianity spread throughout the world in course of time, 
the practice of dating from the birth of Christ in conformity 
with the Julian Calendar supplanted the older custom of dating 
according to the current year from the establishment of that 
calendar, and the modern reference to all dates as "B. C." before 
Christ, or "A. D." of the established order has become common 
in Christian countries. 

Early in the Christian Era there had been considerable diffi- 
culty in fixing the proper dates of Church festivals, anniver- 
saries, etc., according to the Julian Calendar then in use, and 
especially oi determining Easter Sunday from which all of the 
others were reckoned. Among other things considered at the 
"Council of Nicaea" in the year 325 A. D. was this one. It was 
found that when the Julian Calendar had been established the 
Equinox fell on the 2Sth of March, but at the time of those 



deliberations it Fad retrogated to March 21st, the then year of 
the Nicene Council ; and therefore March 21st of that year was ac- 
cordingly used to fix the Easter Festival. Easter was deter- 
mined to be the first Sunday after the full moon following the 
Spring Equinox. If the full moon and the Equinox shall both 
fall on Sunday, the 21st day of March, then the first Sunday 
afterward shall be observed, it being the intention by this ar- 
rangement to avoid the Jewish and Pagan festivities always 
celebrated on the full moon at that time of the year. This 
scheme of determining Easter Sunday has continued in force 
from that time to the present, and requires the utilization of 
Dominical Letters, Epacts and Golden numbers with some other 
refinements for that purpose. 

Pope Gregory XIII revised the Julian Calendar in the year 
1582 by eliminating ten days therefrom, and directed that Octo- 
ber Sth, the day following the feast of St. Francis, should be 
October 15th instead because at that time the Equinox had still 
further retrograded ten days from March 21st as it had been in 
325 A. D., when Easter Sunday was fixed by the Council of 
Nicaea to be the first Sunday after the full moon or on next 
after the Spring Equinox, thus again making Easter conform 
to the conditions named by the Nicean Council. He provided 
that thereafter every year exactly divisible by four shall be a 
"Leap-year,'' except centennial years which shall be divisible 
by four-hundred instead; and that the names of the months 
with their then existing number of days were to be continued, 
however, with the provision that the added day of February was 
to be placed at the end of that month instead of the sixth day 
before March first as had been the former custom. This revi- 
sion was promptly adopted in all Catholic countries of Western 
Europe except in Protestant Germany, Denmark, Great Bri- 
tain, and her colonies in America who all refused to accept it. 

Opposition to the Gregorian Calendar, as it came to be called, 
continued until a final revision was adopted in the year 1750 by 
Act ©f the British Parliament. By that time the Julian Calendar 
had fiirthei: 'retrogaded another day for the extra centennial 
leap-year added in 1700, so that the difference between the 
Julian and Gregorian Calendars was then eleven days. This was 
remedied by the aforesaid Act of Parliament making September 
2nd, 1752, o-f the Julian Calendar its last day, and the following 
day, September 3rd, to be September 14th instead, the new era 
thus conforming to the Gregorian Calendar. Therefore, Sep- 
tember 3-14, 1752, A. D., became the "New Style" and the be- 
ginning of our present system of reckoning time. By the same 
Act of Parliament, the old Civil Year then in use, which began 



its new year on March 25th, was changed to January 1st, so 
that the year 1751 lost the months of January, February, and 
the first twenty-four days of March. In consequence of this 
variation all "Old Style" dates prior to 1752 during the months 
of January and February and part of March were written so as 
to indicate both the Civil and the Julian years, viz: February 14, 
1751, became 1750 or 1751 according to which calendar was used, 
such dates were usually written, as February 14, 1750-51; and 
likewise all other dates from January first to March twenty- 
fourth, inclusive. The above mentioned changes ordered by 
Parliament were promptly adopted in all of the English Colo- 
nies of North America, and have continued in force to the 
present time. 

The Friends or Quakers as they were called, who settled in 
America, made use of still another and different system of keep- 
ing time. It resembled the Julian Calendar modified somewhat 
so as to bring the beginning of the year to March 1st, as in the 
ancient custom of Rome. The months were numbered beginning 
with March, which was the first; April, the second; May, the 
third; and so on, January thereby becoming the Uth and Feb- 
rupry the 12th months of the year. This arrangement very 
nearly conformed to the old English Civil Year heretofore 
mentioned. In accordance with this calendar, dates were writ- 
ten thus: For example, May 13, 1607, was the 3rd month, 13th 
day, 1607; and January 8, 1643, was the 11th month, 8th day, 
1642-3. It will be noted that by this arrangement the eleventh 
and twelfth months overlapped the beginning of the Julian year 
as already described. 

By reason of these facts, when considering all dates found in 
early American Colonial records, it is essential to remember 
these variations between the different calendars then in use; 
and that they do not coincide with each other nor with the 
present system of reckoning time. The records made in the 
Catholic settlements of Maryland, Florida, Mexico, and West 
Indies after 1582 would vary from similar dates in Virginia, 
Massachusetts, Georgia, and other English colonies that did not 
change calendars until 1752; and records of the Quakers of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, would in turn be differ- 
ent still from the English Civil year. Since September 3-14, 1752, 
the present calendar has been in use throughout America and 
all records of dates have been made in conformity with the 
Tables of the "Universal Reference Calendar." 



"Thirty days hath September, 

April, June, and November; 

All the rest have thirty-one; 

But February twenty-eight alone, 

Except in leap-year, once in four; 

When February has one day more." 




